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Considering the physical aspect what functions are to be
embraced in national planning ? The emphasis, in this respect,
must be on national; or in other words, what can and should
be planned on a national scale. It is obvious that there are
many problems which belong to the sphere of regional or local
planning groups and which should be excluded, therefore, from
a national scheme.
The development of the land and water resources is not an
end in itself. What is significant is whether these resources are
being utilised for the real benefit of humanity. Land and water
constitute only the basis upon which man himself can build up
his environment and respond to the ever recurring challenge of
nature. He expresses himself through the medium of agri-
culture, industry and distribution. The mere fact that he does
some kind of work is not in itself decisive; what is important
is how he faces the problems of nature which must be solved.
The natural resources of a country are a unit and should be
considered as such. Their location is fixed, but their sphere of
influence spreads over the whole country. It is man's work
alone that decides where and how they are used. The actual
situation resembles power stations dotted over this island from
which a grid of man-made works radiates. It is just the fact
that these basic resources are immovable which subjects them
to planning on a national scale. Only in this way is a rational
and equitable distribution of their gigantic potentialities possible,
and only thus can the interests of the whole community be
safeguarded. We are living in an age when the claims of the
masses are preponderant; production and consumption alike
must be organised with this end in view. Although no one has
any doubts that this is so, there are still many who do not dare
to draw the inevitable conclusion, possibly because their sub-
conscious traditionalism is too strong. Our attitude towards
these problems is becoming more and more scientific. Science
stands in the forefront of all those forces which are breaking
down the barriers between countries and, within a country,
between the different regions which supply the country with
daily necessities, The magnificent Declaration of Scientific
Principles which has been made a kind of Charter of the British
Association states this point in the following words: " While
only a century ago the village was an almost self-sufficient unit,
to-day the world is our unit, To such a disturbing change of
outlook and obligations we are not yet attuned, and we must
readjust our way of living, for only by the fallest and freest
adaptation of ideas to new conditions can this readjustment be
achieved* Intense mental effort and clear vision are now
needed.*'